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SUBJECT: TWO FRUSTRATED ARVN OFFICERS 

lv ON TWO SEPARATE OCCASIONS RECENTLY, TWO RANKING VIETNAMESE 
MILITARY LEADERS IN MR-II HAVE VOICED DISCOURAGEMENT AND DISMAY 
OVER U.S. CONGRESSIONAL ATTITUDES VIS-A-VIS AID TO VIETNAM. BOTH 
MEN EXPRESSED THEIR VIEWS TO OUR PROVINCE REPRESENTATIVES IN DALAT 
DURING SOCIAL OCCASIONS. 

2. ON FEB 20 DURING A LUNCHEON PARTY, BRIG GENERAL LE VAN THAN, 
DEPUTY CORPS COMMANDER OF MR-II, STATED THAT THE MILITARY SITUATION 
IN SOUTH VIETNAM IS NOW CRITICAL DESPITE THE BEST EFFORTS 
OF ARVN. THE GVN'S CAPABILITY TO RESIST THE NVA, HE SAID, WAS 
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FAST PETERING OUT AND THE U.S. CONGRESS WAS SPEAKING PUBLICLY 
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ABOUT DELIBERATELY STOPPING ALL SUPPLIES IN ORDER TO BRING ABOUT 
AN END TO THE WAR, PRESUMABLY BY THE SURRENDER OF THE GVN. WERE 
THE GUARANTEES OF THE PRESIDENT AND THE STATE DEPARTMENT, HE 
ASKED, SO UNSUBSTANTIAL THAT THEY COULD BE WITHDRAWN TWO YEARS 
LATER BY A NEW CONGRESS? IF SO, HOW COULD ANY ALLY STAKE ITS 
NATIONAL FUTURE ON AMERICAN AGREEMENTS? THE GENERAL NOTED THAT 
WHILE THE U.S. WAS PROCRASTINATING ABOUT FULFILLING ITS PROMISES 
IN VIETNAM, IT WAS SELLING MILITARY EQUIPMENT TO OIL PRODUCING 
COUNTRIES IN THE MIDDLE EAST. CONCURRENTLY, THE SECRETARY OF 
STATE WAS BUSILY TRYING TO NEGOTIATE PEACE IN THAT AREA. WOULD 
IT MAKE A DIFFERENCE, THE GENERAL QUERIED, IF OIL BEGAN TO BE 
PRODUCED IN VIETNAM? 

3. OUR PROV REP RESPONDED BY POINTING OUT THE INTENSITY OF THE 
DEBATE IN AMERICA ABOUT OUR CONTINUED INVOLVEMENT IN VIETNAM, A 
QUESTION THAT HAD CAUSED THE VOLUNTARY WITHDRAWAL OF ONE PRESIDENT 
AND CONTRIBUTED TO THE DOWNFALL OF ANOTHER. ADDED TO THIS WAS 

THE CURRENT SEVERE ECONOMIC RECESSION, UNEMPLOYMENT, INFLATION, 

AND THE CUMULATIVE WEARINESS OF THE AMERICAN PEOPLE WITH CARRYING 
OTHER PEOPLE'S BURDENS. IT WAS ALSO IMPORTANT, OUR PROV REP SAID, 

TO DISTINGUISH BETWEEN OFFICIAL POLICY AND THE STATEMENTS OF 
INDIVIDUAL POLITICIANS. CERTAINLY OUR EMBASSY IN SAIGON AND THE 
ADMINISTRATION IN WASHINGTON WERE DOING EVERYTHING POSSIBLE TO 
INDUCE CONGRESS TO FULFILL THE COMMITMENTS MADE AT THE TIME OF 
SIGNING THE PARIS ACCORDS. 

4. ON FEB 24 OUR DALAT PROV REP WAS QUERIED AT DINNER BY THE 
PROVINCE CHIEF, COLONEL NGUYEN HOP DOAN, ABOUT U.S. POLICY. 

COLONEL DOAN OPINED THE COMMUNIST WEAPONS WERE NOW SUPERIOR TO 
THOSE PROVIDED TO THE GVN SOLDIER. HE REFERRED SPECIFICALLY TO 
TANKS, AUTOMATIC WEAPONS, ARTILLERY ROCETRY, ETC. HE THEN SPOKE 
OF THE LACK OF U.S. MILITARY SUPPORT, THE GRADUAL ATTRITION OF ARVN 
EQUIPMENT AND WEAPONS AND THE SHORTAGE OF SPARE PARTS AND GASOLINE. 
IT WAS DIFFICULT, HE SAID, FOR THE GVN TO DEAL WITH THE U.S. 

CONGRESS; IT COULD ONLY DEAL WITH THE U.S. GOVERNMENT. WHEN THERE 
WAS A STRONG DIFFERENCE BEWTEEN THE EXECUTIVE AND LEGISLATIVE 
BRANCHES IN THE U.S., "BEGGER NATIONS" DID NOT KNOW WHERE TO 
ADDRESS THEMSELVES. LONG-TIME NATIONALISTS LIKE HIMSELF COULD 
NEVER STOP FIGHTING, WITH OR WITHOUT FOREIGN ASSISTANCE, BUT, WHEN 
THE TIME CAME, IT WOULD BE "BETTER TO SWALLOW THE POISON THAN BEG 
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USELESSLY ON OUR KNEES". 

5. COMMENT: MAJOR GENERAL THO, SUPERINTENDENT OF THE DALAT 
MILITARY ACADEMY AND BRIGADIER GENERAL THAN'S SUPERIOR BEFORE HE 
WAS TRANSFERRED TO NHA TRANG, APOLOGIZED TO OUR PROV REP THE 
FOLLOWING DAY, EXPLAINING THAT THAN WAS UNBURDENING HIS FRUSTRA- 
TIONS. WE ARE IN CONTINUING CONTACT WITH THE LEADERS SEEKING TO 
GIVE THEM A CLEAR AND CANDID UNDERSTANDING OF OUR POLICIES AND HOW 
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OUT SYSTEM WORKS, BUT THERE IS ALSO NO DOUBT THAT THE STRAINS ARE 
BEGINNING TO TELL, PARTICULARY ON THOSE IN CONTACT WITH THE 
FIGHTING FORCES. 

SPEAR UNQUOTE 
LEHMANN 
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